
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
 
 

USING THE TURABIAN FORMAT 
 
 
 

 
Excellence in library instructional services supported by the Federation of Texas A&M University Mothers’ Clubs. 

The examples below follow the style of Kate L. Turabian’s Manual for Writers of Term 
Papers, Theses, and Dissertations (6th ed.). Please refer to this manual for a more complete 
explanation of the footnote (F⇒), parenthetical reference (P⇒), bibliographic (B⇒), and 
reference list (R⇒) styles as well as for the endnote style (not shown). Also note that you 
may underline titles of works or italicize them, but you should  
never use both italics and underlining in the same manuscript. 
 
 
BOOKS 
One author: 
F⇒ 1John Hope Franklin, George Washington Williams: A Biography (Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1985), 54. 
P⇒ (Franklin 1985, 54) 
B⇒ Franklin, John Hope. George Washington Williams: A Biography. Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press, 1985. 
R⇒ Franklin, John Hope. 1985. George Washington Williams: A biography. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press. 
 

Two authors: 
F⇒ 2Robert Lynd and Helen Lynd, Middletown: A Study in American Culture (New 

York: Harcourt, Brace and World, 1929), 67. 
P⇒ (Lynd and Lynd 1929, 67) 
B⇒ Lynd, Robert, and Helen Lynd. Middletown: A Study in American Culture. New York: 

Harcourt, Brace and World, 1929. 
R⇒ Lynd, Robert, and Helen Lynd. 1929. Middletown: A study in American culture. New 

York: Harcourt, Brace and World. 
 

Three authors: 
F⇒ 3Mary Lyon, Bryce Lyon, and Henry S. Lucas, The Wardrobe book of William de 

Norwell, 12 July 1338 to 27 May 1340, with the collaboration of Jean de Sturler 
(Brussels: Commission Royale d’Histoire de Belgique, 1983), 42. 

P⇒ (Lyon, Lyon, and Lucas 1983, 42) 
B⇒ Lyon, Mary, Bryce Lyon, and Henry S. Lucas. The Wardrobe Book of William de 

Norwell, 12 July 1338 to 27 May 1340, with the collaboration of Jean de Sturler. 
Brussels:  Commission Royal d’Histoire de Belgique, 1983. 

R⇒ Lyon, Mary, Bryce Lyon, and Henry S. Lucas. 1983. The wardrobe book of William de 
Norwell, 12 July 1338 to 27 May 1340. With the collaboration of Jean de Sturler. 
Brussels: Commission Royale d’Histoire de Belgique. 

 

Edition other than the first: 
F⇒ 4M. M. Bober, Karl Marx’s Interpretation of History, 2d ed. Harvard Economic 

Studies (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1948), 89. 
P⇒ (Bober 1948, 89) 
B⇒ Bober, M. M. Karl Marx’s Interpretation of History, 2d ed. Harvard Economic Studies. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1948. 
R⇒ Bober, M. M. 1948. Karl Marx’s interpretation of history. 2d ed. Harvard Economic 

Studies. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
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Using the Turabian Format (continued) 
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Editor or compiler as "author": 
F⇒ 5Robert von Hallberg, ed., Canons (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984), 

225. 
P⇒ (von Hallbert 1984, 225) 
B⇒ von Hallbert, Robert, ed. Canons. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984. 
R⇒ von Hallberg, Rogert, ed. 1984. Canons. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 
PERIODICALS 
Journals or Magazines: 
F⇒ 6Richard Jackson, “Running down the Up-Escalator: Regional Inequality in Papua 

New Guinea,” Australian Geographer 14 (May 1979): 180. 
P⇒ (Jackson 1979, 180) 
B⇒ Jackson, Richard. “Running down the Up-Escalator: Regional Inequality in Papua 

New Guinea.” Australian Geographer 14 (May 1979): 175-84. 
R⇒ Jackson, Richard. 1979. Running down the up-escalator: Regional inequality in Papua 

New Guinea. Australian Geographer 14 (May): 175-84. 
 

Newspapers: 
F⇒ 7Irish Daily Independent (Dublin), 16 June 1904. 
P⇒ (Irish Daily Independent [Dublin], 16 June 1904) 

Note: News items from daily papers are rarely listed separately in a bibliography or reference list. If a newspaper is 
cited only once or twice, a note or a parenthetical reference in the text is sufficient. 
 

ENCYCLOPEDIAS 
Unsigned Articles: 
F⇒ 8Columbia Encyclopedia, 5th ed., s.v. “cold war.” 
P⇒ (Columbia Encyclopedia, 5th ed., s.v. “cold war”) 

 
Signed Articles: 
F⇒ 9Morris Jastrow, “Nebo,” in Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th ed. 
P⇒ (Morris Jastrow, “Nebo,” in Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th ed.) 

Note: Well-known reference books are generally not listed in bibliographies. In notes or parenthetical references 
the facts of publication are usually omitted, but the edition, if not the first, must be specified. 
 
ELECTRONIC SOURCES 
Electronic document: 
F⇒ 10Rosabel Flax, Guidelines for Teaching Mathematics K-12 (Topeka: Kansas State 

Department of Education, 1979) [database on-line]; available from EBSCOhost, 
ERIC, ED 178312. 

P⇒ (Flax 1979) 
B⇒ Flax, Rosabel. Guidelines for Teaching Mathematics K-12. Topeka: Kansas 

Department of Education, 1979. Database on-line. Available from EBSCOhost, 
ERIC, ED 178312. 

R⇒ Flax, Rosabel. 1979. Guidelines for teaching mathematics K-12. Topeka: Kansas 
Department of Education. Database on-line. Available from EBSCOhost, ERIC, 
ED 178312. 

 
Additional Turabian-style formats for electronic sources can be found at: 
• A Brief Citation Guide for Internet Sources in History and the Humanities (Version 2.1) 

http://www.h-net.org/~africa/citation.html 
• The University of Southern Mississippi, USM Libraries: Turabian Style Guide 

http://www.lib.usm.edu/~instruct/guides/turabian.html 


