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Enter your bibliographic citation information below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Tell me about the author: 
 
 
 
 
 
   Very authoritative     Authoritative     Not authoritative      Not sure 
 
2. Tell me about the currency of this information: 
 
 
 
 
 
   Timely (current/revised/updated)      Out of date      Date irrelevant       No date 
 
3. Tell me about the publisher (or domain if a Web site): 
 
 
 
 
 
 If an article:   Scholarly (and/or)      Reputable      Not reputable      Not sure 

 If a Web page:    Personal      Scholarly      Commercial      Other ______________ 
 
4. Tell me about the journal (if applicable): 
 
 
 
 
 
   Scholarly   Popular       Not sure 
 
5. How does the initial content check out? 
 
 
 
 
 
   Looks good so far  Not worth pursuing    Jury is still out 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Checklist: Critical Analysis of Information Sources (continued) 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 
HTTP://LIBRARY.TAMU.EDU/HANDOUTS   SPRING 2006 

6. Tell me about the intended audience: 
 
 
 
 
 
   Suits my needs       Does not suit my needs   Not sure 
 
7. Use your reasoning skills to tell me more about the quality of the content: 
 
 
 
 
 
   Factual content      I detect opinion      I detect bias or propaganda      Not sure 
 
8. Tell me about the coverage of the content: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Primary source         Secondary source 

   Extensive coverage        Marginal coverage 

   Adds new information or ideas       Substantiatiates other sources  Both 

 
9. Tell me about the overall style, functionality, and legibility of the content: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    Excellent         Very good         Satisfactory         Unsatisfactory 
 
10. Tell me how this source “fits into” your overall concept, such as its strengths 

and weaknesses compared with the other materials you are using for your 
paper: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


